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                              REPUBLIC OF KENYA

SIAYA COUNTY ASSEMBLY

THE HANSARD

Second County Assembly-second session

Thursday, 2nd August, 2018 

The House met at the County Assembly Chamber at 2.30 p.m.

[The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael) in the Chair]

PRAYER

STATEMENT 
RESPONSE TO STATEMENT REQUEST REGARDING RECENT SUSPENSION OF STAFF FROM THE

COUNTY EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): Hon. Siguru.
Hon. Siguru: Madam Speaker, I rise to give a Statement response to the Statement 

request by Hon. Ambrose Akuno, MCA of West Asembo Ward. The response was received from
the Executive. This was a Statement directed to the Committee of Finance, Trade, Industry and 
Cooperatives and we already have a response as follows;

1. No member of staff of the County Finance department was suspended. The correct 
position is that the Members of staff were sent on leave.

2.  Members of staff of the of the Finance department were sent on leave in order to 
allow for re-organization of the department. The re-organization was meant to attain 
team work and synergy needed to propel the department to high standards of service 
delivery.

3. The management of Finance department is aware of the implications of sending staff 
on leave towards the end of the year. The immediate mitigated measure was to recall 
in less than a week key staff that would ensure smooth financial operations. Indeed I 
can confirm that no financial operations stalled during this period, and that all the 
necessary accounting processes and procedures are on course.

4. We are aware that staff on suspension should not transact any Business of the County 
until suspension is lifted. We, however, wish to state that this is not applicable to the 
finance department since no member of staff was suspended.
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5. As indicated in 3 above, necessary steps were taken to ensure that sending finance 
staff on leave doesn’t adversely affect County Financial operations. This statement 
was signed by the Chief Officer Finance and Economic Planning, Hezbon Mariwa.

So this was the response we got, based on the Statement request by Hon. Ambrose 
Akuno. Thank you, Madam Speaker.
The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): We have the next statement response by Hon. 

Helen Winga.
Hon. Otiato: Madam Speaker, you will realize that last time when we got a response 

from the list of COs, this House made a resolution on who we recognize as Chief Officers, who 
their terms are supposed to be ending. With this particular merit, it is clear that we are not getting
a response from the right person to deal with this particular statement.

Two, you realize that when the department is saying nobody was suspended, yet upto 
now we still know that there were people who were actually given letters, and were actually sent 
home. Is it a matter of fact that the period that this matter took, for us to get the response, was 
occasioned by these people returning from suspension for us to get the response! 

I don’t think that it is sufficient enough for us to believe that there were no people who 
were actually on suspension, and who is this person now who is giving response? And if 
someone is saying that there was no suspension, we really need to get to know the answers.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael):Hon. Siguru.
Hon. Siguru: I tend to think I share the same sentiments that Hon. Otiato has, in 

reference to the person who signed the letter, and I tend to think it now borders on the issue of 
how our deliberations are probably implemented or effected.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): Hon. Siguru, are you attesting to this House 
that this is the rightful accounting officer who signed the response?

Hon. Siguru: The response was signed by Hezbon Mariwa who unfortunately should not
be the Chief Officer in this department.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): Hon. Opanga?
Hon. Opanga: Hon. Speaker, as things stand now, the person who has responded, as per 

what the Chair Finance is giving us is a stranger in this House, and therefore through your 
guidance, we request that the Honorable Member should provide this House with the correct 
response and certified accounting officer, because I don’t know, when was the last time there 
was a policy that an acting person can respond.

As things stand now, as per the response, he is lying to this Honorable House because the
person, who was there, is not on leave, he was suspended, and another person has already been 
picked in an acting capacity. So we kindly request through your guidance that the Honorable 
Member for Finance should bring to this Honorable House the correct response within a week. 
Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): Yes, Hon. Wandera.
Hon. Wandera: Thank you, Madam Speaker. My concern is that, as much as it is 

claimed that there was no suspension, but depending on leave for the organization or the 
department, I know of one George Owino who was simply a driver, and I don’t know how a 
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driver was to be sent along with the departmental staff for the organization. So when he responds
more, it will also explain why even the staffs were sent away.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): Hon. Wandera, are you contributing on the 
Statement, or you are on a point of Order?

Hon. Wandera: No! I am on this one because we are talking about members of Staff 
being sent on leave for the organization. My question is why even the driver was sent on leave!

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): Hon. Wandera, we are not debating on the 
response. Take your seat. Hon. Siguru.

Hon. Siguru: I am in total agreement with my colleagues and Members of this House, 
we were not meant to have tabled a response from a person who was not supposed to sign this 
response. 

In that regard, I tend to think the way Hon. Opanga has indicated, we will definitely have 
to go back, and there is a question of the right person signing the right document, and then we 
will have to probably fit it in the next response. Thank you.

The Temporary Speaker (Hon. Abigael): Okay. The next response is a response by 
Hon. Hellen Winga.

Hon. Winga: Thank you madam Speaker. I wish to give the following response from a 
Statement request by MCA for Yimbo East, Hon. Francis Otiato to the department of Public 
Works Roads, Energy and Transport.

1. The Contractor has admitted to having issues on the ground at the initial stages, thus 
hampering works. This was due to hostility on the ground occasioned by political 
rivalry. The department convened a meeting involving PMCs, MCA and ironed out 
the issues that fueled the conflict. The said claims were from the part payments works
completed which is an unacceptable practice   in law.

 The contractors whose work was temporary were forced to stop due to the heavy rain; 
this affected the whole aspect of completing those projects, all the contracts were affected. The 
contract was a two year contract and given that the contractor has not acted in contravention of 
the contract. The contractor was entitled to LSOs from the current Financial Year ending 30th 
June, 2018. Initial words were rampant due to hostility on the ground occasioned by political 
rivalry. No payments were made for the works not done.

 I wish to state that this office is committed to service delivery and will appreciate the 
concerns of the Hon. MCAs as it ensures that services to the community will not be 
compromised for whatever reason. We support every initiative of the Committee held at 
promoting accountability in the usage of public funds and we need to move forward to a positive 
collaboration. 

Hon. Otiato: Thank you, Madam Temporary Speaker; I would rather say that though a 
statement that was given to us, I am happy that we still have an opportunity to pursue this; you 
realize issues that actually I raise in asking questions.

 One I even made an attachment of a copy of a letter from Bondo Sub County 
administrator who was complaining side by all other Ward administrators that actually this 
particular contractor was in the process of claiming payments for the work which was not done 
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and they wrote a letter saying that this person should not be paid because there is completely 
nothing done on the ground.

 Having attached that letter then somebody in the response is saying that the said claims 
for part payment for works completed which is unacceptable practice. Which work was 
completed which was never signed by any ward administrator. 

 This therefore the reason why I still believe that this money not just partly paid as he is 
talking about because the Act is very clear and I’m requesting that the matter be done more and 
the work be continued beyond this particular response so that we actually know the integrity 
issues behind this response. 

Madam Temporary Speaker: Hon. Hellen; I hope you are getting the concerns of Hon. 
Otiato.

Hon. Winga: We will definitely make follow ups.
            Hon. Siguru: I rise to seek a Statement pursuant to Standing Order no. 41,(2c) on the 
Chairperson of the Committee on Water and Sanitation on the Maugo Water project in East Gem
Ward. 

In the Statement; one, give a report on the completion status of the project as 
at the end of financial year 2017/18; in the report the Chair should explain the exact financial 
year in which the project was initiated and the specific budgetary estimates allocated for the 
project including any additional locations if any. 

Give the details of the expected projects deliverables as stipulated in the 
BQs, a copy of the project BQs should be availed. No. 3; give details of the contract and the 
contracted sum for the project. No.4; give details of any payments made to the engaged 
contractors with respect to the project since its inception. Give details of contracted company and
who has been engaged in the project so far. No.6; explain plans if any by the government to 
complete the project. 

That is one of the Statements; my second Statement; Pursuant to Standing 
Order 41 (2c) I rise to seek a Statement from the Chairperson of Education, Youth Affairs, 
Gender and Social Services on the status of County Government of Siaya funded ECD project at 
Kanyuto Primary School in East Gem. 

In the Statement; the Chairperson should give a Report of the completion 
status of the project as at the end of financial year 2017/18, in the report the Chair should explain
the exact financial year in which the project was initiated and the specific budgetary estimates 
allocated on the project including any additional allocations if any.

 No.2 give the details of the expected project deliverables as stipulated in the 
BQs, a copy of the BQs should be availed. No3. To give details of the value of the contract and 
contract sum of the project. No.4 explain if there has been any payments, if any made to the 
engaged contractor with respect to the project since its inception.

 No.5 give details of the contracted company who has been engaged in the 
project so far. No.6, explain plans if any by the government to complete the project. Thank you, 
very much. 
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Madam Temporary Speaker: The first Statement I commit it to the
Chairperson of Committee on Water and Sanitation and the response should be done in two

weeks’ time and the second Statement concerning an ECD in Kanyuto Primary School in East
Gem is committed to the Chairperson on the Committee of Education and response should be in

two weeks. Next Order!

MOTION

ADJOURNMENT

        Madam Temporary Speaker: May we all be up standing for adjournment.
        Madam Temporary Speaker: There being no other business this House stands adjourned 
till 7th at 2.30 p.m. in the Chamber.

The House rose at 2.45 p.m.

.
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