SIAYA COUNTY BMU NETWORK
P.O. BOX 327-40600

SIAYA

TEL: 0716383612

DATE: 23RD SEPTEMBER 2024

THE CLERK

COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF SIAYA
P.0.BOX 803-40600

SIAYA

RE: URGENT CALL FOR ENHANCED SUPPORT AND INVESTMENT IN THE FISHERIES
SECTOR

We, the Siaya Beach Management Unit (BMU). Network, write to. bring to your attention critical issues
affecting the fisheries sector within our county and to seek your prompt intervention and support. The
fisheries sector is a vital contributor to the revenue of our county government and serves as the main
economic backbone for Rarieda and Bondo constituencies. This sector not only supports local
employment and provides income to fishermen and traders but also. bolsters local industries and
businesses.

Siaya County has a total of 85 BMUs, the majority of which are based in Bondo and Rarieda. Through
co-management principles, the BMUs and the county's Department of Fisheries have collaboratively
worked towards the sector's development. This partnership is aimed at fully actualizing the blue
economy, which has the potential to generate billions in income. Despite the progress made, the
sector faces significant challenges:

1 Coercion of Bribes: Fishermen are often coerced into paying bribes by. external agencies
patrolling the lake.

2 Breeding Site Attacks: Our fish breeding sites are frequently attacked by individuals or groups
from neighboring counties.

3 Lack of Monitoring Instruments: There is a shortage of instruments for proper supervision and
monitoring of the lakefront.

In response to these challenges, the Department of Fisheries and the BMU Network have collaborated
with key agencies to propose the establishment of a lake surveillance and monitoring unit with a
proposed budget of KES 20,000,000. This initiative aims fo safeguard our lake resources and ensure
sustainable fishing practices. Additionally, the Directorate proposed the Aquaculture Development
support with a proposed Budget of KES 18,850,000 aimed at improving fish production and
productivity in the county; and ijpgrading farmers to new farming techniques; and support for the
World Fisheries Day celebrations to be hosted by Siaya County on 21 November 2024.

Based on the above, we wish to table our concerns with the County Government as follows:
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1. We urge the county government to allocate additional funds specifically for the development and
sustainability of the fisheries sector to enhance its growth and boost its contribution to. the local
economy.

2. We request the county government to prioritize the establishment and operationalization of
comprehensive lake surveillance and monitoring unit to ensure the safety and sustainability of our
aquatic resources.

3. We call on the county government to collaborate effectively with relevant authorities to curb the
extortion of bribes by external agencies and to protect our fish breeding sites from unauthorized
attacks.

4. We request the county government to provide sufficient and appropriate instruments and resources
necessary for the effective supervision and monitoring of the lakefront to ensure its preservation and
proper management.

THEREFORE, your humble petitioners pray that the assembly:

Reconsider the budget allocation for the proposals submitted by the Directorate of Fisheries; which
includes the Lakefront Surveillance Unit, Aquaculture Development and World Fisheries Day
celebrations as detailed above. This will have a positive impact on the livelihoods of our fisher folk
communities; such as sustainable fisheries management, enhanced security, increased production
and productivity and increased revenue to the County Government.
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