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House Approves  the Siaya County Reproductive,
Maternal, Newborn , Child and  Adolescent Health Bill,
2024
By Tom Brian Oduor
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The sponsor of the Bill, Hon. Adala, making his submissions on
the RMNCAH Bill, 2024 

provide a framework for expectant and
lactating women to access health services,
and increase the uptake of immunization
and vaccination services for children. 
Moving the Motion for the adoption of the
Bill, Health Services Committee
Chairperson, Hon. Sylas Madingu,
highlighted that the Bill further intends to
establish a structure to reduce mother and
child morbidity and mortality and promote
public awareness and social mobilization to
achieve sustained maternal and child
health.

“If approved by this House and enacted into
law, the Bill will task the County
Department of Health Services to take
measures to provide nutritional information
and support to mothers to uplift the
nutritional health of their children,” said
Hon. Madingu.
Seconding the Motion, Hon. Adala said the
legislation will streamline the county’s
healthcare sector as it will require the
Department of Health Services to equip all
level 3,4, and 5 health facilities within the
county to provide quality maternity
services for all the residents of the county.

“The Bill proposes that no health facility,
whether public or private, shall deny
emergency medical treatment to any
pregnant woman or child unless the health
facility does not generally provide the
services to which the emergency relates, in
which case the health facility shall promptly
make an appropriate referral,” he
underscored.

Supporting the adoption of the Bill,
nominated MCA, Hon. Cynthia Akinyi
reiterated that the disease burden in Siaya
specifically from malaria, HIV, and even .

The County Assembly, during its Sitting on
Thursday, 31st October 2024, passed the
Siaya County Reproductive, Maternal,
Newborn, Child, and Adolescent Health Bill,
2024.

This was after a clause-by-clause review
during the Committee of the Whole House
where several amendments were considered
and the Bill subsequently adopted.

The principal object of the Bill is to give effect
to Articles 43(1)(a) and 53(1)(c) of the
Constitution of Kenya 2010, and to respond
to emerging issues in maternal and
reproductive health.

Sponsored by North Ugenya MCA Hon.
Bernard Adala, the Bill was met with
widespread approval from Members of the
County Assembly. It seeks to provide a legal
framework to address reproductive, maternal,
newborn, child, and adolescent health issues
in Siaya County.
The Bill aims to raise awareness about
diseases related to maternal, neonatal, and
child health, 
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sickle cell will go down by the passage
of the Bill

After passing this Bill, we need to push
for its absolute implementation
because statistics paint a very grim
picture of our health sector. When it
comes to teenage pregnancy, we are at
21% against the national rate of 15%.
The other day when we went to open
the Madiany Sub-County Hospital
Maternity theatre, we noted that out
of the 12 women who had delivered, 4
of them were teenagers and one fact
that we have to be aware of is that
these teenage pregnancies are as a
result of sexual-based defilement. 

Hon. Onguuru chairing the Committee of the Whole House during the consideration of the
RMNCAH Bill 2024

Following the passage of the Siaya County
Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child,
and Adolescent Health Bill, and in line with
Section 24 of the County Governments
Act 2012, House Speaker George Okode
committed to, within 3 days, forward the
Bill to the Governor for assent.
Siaya will be the first County among the 47
Counties to enact such a law.
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SPEAKER’S CORNER 
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Speaker Okode Hosts Delegation from Westminster
Foundation for Democracy

   On Wednesday, 18th September, 2024, House Speaker Hon. George Okode, had the
pleasure of engaging in productive discussions with a delegation from Westminster
Foundation for Democracy (WFD) led by its Country Director Maureen Oduori.

Central to their deliberations was the critical need to create strategic linkages in a
bid to fortify the County Assembly’s vision of being a responsive and a model
County Assembly in the country and beyond.

Their discourse emphasized on building strong collaboration between the County
Assembly and the WFD in order to advance the County Assembly’s overall mandates
of representation, oversight and legislation.

While appreciating the County Assembly’s mission of promoting the ideals of
devolution and good governance, the Speaker reiterated the County Assembly’s
commitment to team up with organizations and partners like the Westminster
Foundation for Democracy (WFD) in efforts to equip MCAs with essential skills and
knowledge needed to effectively deliver services to the people. 
The meeting was attended by Members of the County Assembly Service Board.
  

 Speaker George Okode holds a round-table meeting with the delegation from
Westminster Foundation for Democracy (WFD) 
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Madiany Sub-County Hospital
Maternity Theatre Opened

    By Tom Brian Oduor 

House Speaker, Hon. George Okode,
together with a host of Members of
the County Assembly joined First
Lady Mama Betty Orengo during the
official opening of the Madiany Sub-
County Hospital Maternity Theatre.

The maternity theatre is projected to
have a meaningful impact on the
broader Rarieda Sub-County as it
will help avert child mortality rate by
ensuring safe motherhood and
childcare.

Madiany Sub-County Medical
Superintendent Dr. Josephine
Nyasoro stated that opening of the
maternity theatre will help handle
the over 50 emergency cases that
are normally referred to Bondo Sub-
County hospital.
She further highlighted the need to
increase the bed capacity from 50 to
150, support the hospital laboratory
and pharmacy, install and service
the x-ray machine, build a perimeter
wall and gate as some of the priority
areas that needed partnership to
help enhance services.

Speaking at the opening ceremony,
Speaker Okode was quick to observe
that the opening of the maternity
theatre will enhance primary
healthcare and address the
challenges of maternal mortality.
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Noting that public health is a
major pillar in Governor
Orengo’s Nyalore Manifesto,
First Lady Mama Betty Orengo
reiterated that opening of the
theatre was in line with the
county government’s efforts to
ensure that all the Sub-County
hospitals within Siaya have
proper maternity theatres.

The First Lady divulged that the
facility will have an operational
X-Ray machine in a fortnight and
that the county government had
procured 2 ambulances which
will be stationed at the facility in
two months.

In their speeches, MCAs of the
wards bordering Madiany Sub-
County Hospital jointly
committed to address the water
challenge facing the area by
ensuring that two boreholes are
dug and a reservoir tank is built.

Speaker George Okode and First Lady Betty Orengo arrive at the official opening of the Madiany Sub-
County Hospital Maternity Theatre.

Speaker George Okode together with First Lady Betty Orengo
and Dr. Josephine Nyasoro unveil the Madiany Sub-County
Hospital Maternity Theatre.

 A benefactor of the newly launched maternity theatre  t
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SCHOOL VISITS 
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Teachers and students from Uyawi Secondary School from Central Sakwa Ward during their
visit to the County Assembly
   

Assembly Hosts Learning
Institutions on Education
Excursions 

By Tom Brian Oduor 

The County Assembly outreach programme for schools has proven to be the
most successful in educating students and pupils on matters governance. 

The programme exposes learners to the practical aspects of what is taught
in class hence increasing their level of understanding and application in
their class work.
A total of 385 students and pupils were hosted in just three months and
educated on various topical issues such as the roles of the Assembly,
functions of county governments and their relationship with the National
Assembly and the Senate.

During their visit to the Assembly, the learners were exposed to the live
proceedings of the House where they had the opportunity to see the House
in Session.
The learning institutions that had the privilege to visit the Assembly include;
Africa Institute of Research and Development, Mbaga Girls secondary,
Angels Gate school, Uyawi secondary, Mariwa mixed and Kagonya
secondary.

t



08 Bunge Outlook  Volume No. 6 | November 2024 

House Approves Report On The
Status Of Implementation Of County
Road Projects   

By Tom Brian Oduor

   
The County Assembly considered and
adopted the recommendations contained in
the report of the Committee on Roads,
Public Works, Transport and Communication
on the status of the county road projects
implemented in the Financial Year
2022/2023 by the Department of Public
Works, Transport, Roads and Energy.

As part of its oversight responsibility over
the County Department of Roads, the House
Committee chaired by Central Sakwa MCA,
Hon. Eng. Bismarck Olang’o conducted site
visits to check on the statuses of the
constructed and improved roads across the
county over the years to establish whether
the county government and the people of
Siaya got value for their resources utilized in
the various road projects. 
Based on its findings, the Committee noted 

Hon. Eng. Bismarck Olang’o, Chairperson
Committee on Roads moves a Motion on the status
of county road projects.

that the Department implemented a total of 205
road projects 
during the financial year 2022/2023 out of which
191 projects were completed representing a
93.17% completion rate.

The House agreed with the Committee
recommendations that;
1. The Chief Officer responsible for roads should
put measures beginning this financial year
2024/2025 to ensure that completion rate for the
projects in the department is 100%. Further, the
Chief Officer should ensure that each project is
implemented as per scope outlined in its bill of
quantities.

2. Beginning this financial year 2024/2025, the
Chief Officer responsible for roads should submit
to the committee a memorandum of
understanding between the department of roads
and national roads implementing agencies like
KeRRA and KURA. Further, the Chief Officer of
roads should submit work plans of other national
road implementing agencies to the House at the
end of the first quarter of each financial year.

3. The Chief Officer responsible for roads should
ensure that beginning this financial year
2024/2025, Project Management. Committees
are provided with the necessary requirements to
facilitate their supervision role. Further, the Chief
Officer in charge of roads should liaise with other
stakeholders towards developing a framework to
guide the engagement and payments of PMCs

https://web.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080989135206&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZV9Ha8Kymvrc8kv0P34xH6t9tSQI_FxJGHQhaAGbjbipN8JPoKjAqeCFflZoxU4ostHOFOaI5ZOUzInbN87KdFOG-CyA9BGw4cbjhmqErgBWegBRtYyZJhgev6MREIjgdwAftB83sB7Fs3BIzP9mdE83VkyDvdP9GMENZuvvq211DvAuAYjq4qmXNDsRMSxykM&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Status of School Feeding
Program and Bursary
Fund Disbusrement 

 The Committee on Education, Youth
Affairs, Gender and Social Services
chaired by North Sakwa MCA Hon. Oliver
Arika, had a consultative engagement with
the CECM Dr. Edgar Otumba and Chief
Officer Dr. Nicholas Kut Ochogo on the
status of the Bursary Fund disbursement
for the FY 2023/24, roll out of school
feeding program for FY 2024/25 and the
release of the capitation funds of VTCs for
FY 2023/24.

The committee members through the
Chair, sought for clarification on the
impacts of the bursary launch that was
done by the department in selected
schools within the county and the delays
in remittances of bursary money to
schools.

The CECM in his presentation, stated that
the purpose of the fund was to assist
vulnerable students in post-primary
institutions with a total beneficiary of
16,009 students in the FY 2023/24.

He pointed out the need to have public
engagement on the bursary allocation
since it gives insight to the challenges the
fund has been facing and the areas to
work on to better the impact of the funds.
He further informed that the delay in
disbursement was caused by the
conflicting lists that emanated from the
wards and the allocations above the
budgetary provisions.

By Linda Odinga

Dr. Otumba committed to work on the
regulations governing the bursary fund
and also ensure that by January 2025, the
schools will open after the funds have
been disbursed.

The Chief Officer Dr. Ochogo, committed
to fast track the release of funds for
capitation of VTCs for FY 2023/24 by the
County Treasury as per the resolution of a
joint meeting between the committee and
the Department of Education and Finance
held on Monday, 16th September, 2024.

On the feeding program, Dr. Otumba
informed the committee that the program
was intended to curb malnutrition using
the fortified porridge, boost enrolment
and retainership of the school going
children.

Dr. Otumba informed the committee that
the department has allocated Kshs. 60
Million and is working with other partners
to operationalize the school feeding
program budget for the FY 2024/25 and
the school feeding policy to help roll out
the program by January 2025.

The committee chairperson Hon. Arika
encouraged the department to mobilize
more resources to ensure sustainability of
the program, employ monitoring and
evaluation to reduce pilferage at the point
of consumption and involve the
committee members and the House

Education CECM, Dr. Edgar Otumba, while
appearing before the Committee
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House Approves
Tourism Chief
Officer Nominee
By Tom Brian Oduor 

The County Assembly approved the
nomination of Mr. Richard Ayoo Ogeda
to the position of Chief Officer for the
Department of Tourism, Culture, Sports
and Arts.

The House debated and adopted the
Report by the Sectoral Committee on
Tourism, Wildlife Conservation, Culture
and Sports that carried out the vetting
of the nominee and subsequently
recommended his appointment.

The House noted that Mr. Ogeda met
the integrity threshold, demonstrated
knowledge and good understanding of
the workings of the county’s tourism
sector and had the requisite abilities
and academic qualifications to be
approved as a Chief Officer. 

The 56-year-old Ogeda from North
Sakwa Ward, Bondo Sub-County, 

Mr. Richard Ayoo Ogeda during his vetting
for the position of Chief Officer Department of
Tourism, Culture, Sports and Arts

holds a Master’s Degree in Education,
Guidance and Counselling as well as a
Bachelor of Education (Science) Degree,
all from Egerton University. He also holds
a Diploma in Education Science from Moi
Teachers College.

During his vetting, the nominee
expressed his commitment to use his
networks to marshal development
partners who can build modern hotels
along the county’s beaches, promote
water sports and improve the existing
tourist sites in the county.

In his plan to improve sports and arts in
the county, the nominee committed to
carry out talent search and initiate
mentorship programs, develop a Siaya
County sports academy, improve playing
facilities and deploy scouts to identify
and build talents from the grass root
level.

Consequently, the resolution of the
House will be forwarded to H.E the
Governor who will now formally appoint
Mr. Ogeda as the Chief Officer for the
Department of Tourism, Culture, Sports
and Arts.
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Busia Assembly Committee on Health
Services Benchmarks with Siaya

The County Assembly Committee on Health Services hosted their Busia
County Assembly counterparts, who were on a bench-marking visit.

The committee chaired by Central Gem MCA, Hon. Sylas Madingu, held a
consultative meeting with the Busia County Assembly delegation, geared
towards exchanging notes on how to effectively enhance the quality of health
services in the two neighboring counties. 

In his welcoming remarks, Hon. Madingu appreciated the visit saying that such
exchange programs have the prospects of nurturing effective governance
across counties. “This kind of visit is of weighty importance as it enriches
collaboration and exchange of knowledge and best practices among
counties,” remarked Hon. Madingu.

The Busia delegation sought to among others, understand the strategies
employed by the County in operating the Facilities Improvement Fund (FIF),
the structure of accident and emergency services, the strategies and
protocols for ambulatory referral services from level 2 facilities and the
county referral structure. The meeting was also attended by officers from the
County Department of Health Services.

By Tom Brian Oduor 

The Busia delegation during a round-table discussion with their Siaya counterparts



12

SPORTS 
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Siaya Assembly Records Good
Performance in Casa Games
 By Mary Sadia 
The 5th edition of the annual County Assemblies Sports Association (CASA) games,
2024 held in Bungoma County from 18th October to 27th October 2024 was officially
opened by the Governor of Bungoma County, H. E. Ken Lusaka; with participants drawn
from forty-three County Assemblies who participated in various disciplines.

County Assembly Sports Association (CASA) annual sporting event remains the
lifeblood of County Assemblies sporting culture. It has continuously played a
recognizable role in promoting cohesion amongst the counties. It has created a
convenient platform where apart from the core sporting activities, operatives from the
47 County Assemblies share their experiences willfully.

The disciplines for competition included football, volley ball, scrabble, netball,
athletics, table tennis, tug of war, badminton, swimming, choir, cultural dances and
Mr. and Miss CASA. Siaya Assembly performed fairly well with in all their disciplines.

The athletics team managed to give a remarkable performance by clinching positions
one and two in women’s shot put with Millicent Asol getting the first position and Hon.
Rose Rabinya taking the second position. Led by their Captain Kevin Masawa, the
Table Tennis team emerged position three overall. Miss Vernah Awuor came in the
second position in the search for Miss CASA 2024 while Hon. Madingu came in third
position as Mr. CASA 2024. 

Over the years, this annual event has created a platform and space where Members
and st aff drawn from the 47 County Assemblies gather to interact and showcase the
diversity of sporting talents that exist in our Legislative Assemblies. Consequently, we
have been able to strengthen the ties that bind us, foster lifelong relationships and rid
ourselves of cultural and social stereotypes that previously existed amongst us.

County Assembly of Siaya Tug of War Team in action
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Agriculture Committee Conducts Site
Visit at Lwanda K’otieno Fish
Processing Plan
By Tom Brian Oduor 

The County Assembly Committee on Agriculture visited the Lwanda K’Otieno Fish
Processing Plant in South Uyoma Ward to assess the facility’s management and
operations services.
The delegation, led by Chairperson Hon. Fredrick Omoro, was received by Sylvester
K’Okoth, CECM Agriculture, Food Security, Livestock and Blue Economy, who gave
them a comprehensive overview of the facility’s services.

During the site visit, the CECM divulged that the department is currently seeking to
onboard a competent and experienced strategic investor to manage, operate, and
profitably run the fish processing plant. He added that it is only through a robust
public-private partnership that the facility will enhance the value addition of fish,
increase incomes, and ensure a revamped local economy.

Members of Committee on Agriculture arrive at the Luanda K’Otieno Fish Processing Plant 

In his remarks, Hon. Omoro called on the Agriculture Department to work on
modalities of prioritizing and developing fish and fish products value chain through
the provision of fishing gears, fingerlings, fish feeds, cooler boxes, and patrol boats.

He further reiterated the committee’s commitment to seeing the fish plant roar into
operation saying that the facility will help in weaning off brokers and middlemen and
ensure that fish farmers enjoy the fruits of their hard labour.

“This facility is crucial in the improvement of our local economy. Its rejuvenation by
bringing on board a strategic investor is a good idea as this will improve market access,
and enhance the livelihoods of the local community,” remarked Hon. Omoro.
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Area MCA Hon. Michael Otieno indicated that the plant will help maintain high
standards of hygiene and quality, thus making Lwanda K’Otieno fish products
more competitive domestically and even regionally.

“Fishing is our main economic mainstay, and as a people, we welcome any idea
that will enhance our fish farming efficiency. The operationalization of the Lwanda
K’Otieno plant is essential in ensuring that the fisher folk can sell their catch at fair
prices and also maintain quality,” stated Hon. Otieno.

South East Alego Ward MCA, Hon. Masidis Madowo, emphasized the importance of
the fish plant and urged the community to fully embrace it, as it will be a primary
driver of the area’s economic growth.

The Agriculture delegation from the Assembly and Executive  deliberate on issues when they
visited the Luanda Kotieno Fish Processing Plant

Built to modern fish handling standards, the Lwanda K’Otieno fish landing site was
realized in a collaboration between the national government and the county
government of Siaya. It was constructed and equipped as an ultramodern fish
landing site at an approximate cost of Ksh. 140 million for the building and Ksh. 50
million for equipment. It has provisions for laboratory services, a conference room,
and CCTV/ security cameras.

The plant is expected to officially start operating on 21st November 2024, when
Siaya County will host the national celebrations to mark World Fisheries Day 2024.
The event will be held at Lwanda K’Otieno Beach.

During the visit, the committee further requested the Department of Agriculture,
Food Security, Livestock and Blue Economy to intervene and assist the Lwanda
K’Otieno fish cage farmers following the destruction of their cages by a floating
vegetative mass. This invasive plant has resulted in losses worth millions of shillings
for the local aquaculture community.
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Agriculture Committee
Calls on County
Executive to
Operationalize Siriwo
Rice Milling Plant
By Tom Brian Oduor 

The House Committee on Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries called on the
County Executive to work round the
clock to ensure that the Siriwo Rice Mill
in Usonga Ward is operational and
commercially viable.

The Committee chaired by Hon. Fredrick
Omoro conducted a fact-finding mission
to the milling plant where they
challenged the Department of
Agriculture, Food Security, Livestock and
Blue Economy to explore new
partnerships with other strategic players
in the rice value chain to support small
and medium-scale rice farmers in the
country.

The committee emphasized that once
operational, the Siriwo Rice Milling Plant
will meet the demands of farmers in
Usonga as well as those along the larger
Lower Nzoia Irrigation Scheme as it will
provide them with the opportunity to
become suppliers to a competitive and
profitable enterprise within the formal
Kenyan rice milling industry.

In a rejoinder, the CECM for Agriculture,
Food Security, Livestock and Blue
Economy, Sylvester K’Okoth, revealed
that the County Executive  was in the 

15
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process of identifying a strategic investor to operate the rice milling plant
based on a clearly defined contractual agreement and governance structure
that incorporates representation from the Usonga Rice Producers
Cooperative Society and the county government.

“The cabinet approved our recommendation to identify a private investor to
run, manage and operate this milling plant and inject private sector capital
for its profitability and financial sustainability. We are hopeful that once this
process is complete, our farmers will get a good market for their produce and
there will be employment opportunities for locals,” K’Okoth reiterated.
Add a little bit of body text

The Siriwo Rice Mill was fully constructed by the County Government of Siaya in
line with Governor Orengo’s Nyalore manifesto which seeks to accelerate
agricultural transformation towards a commercial and modern sector that
sustainably supports the county’s food and nutrition security and socio-economic
development.

According to the Chief Officer of the Department of Agriculture, Food Security,
Livestock and Blue Economy, Ms. Elizabeth Adongo, once operational, the mill will
produce 2.5 tons of rice per hour which translates to 60 tons per day.
“The setting up of the Siriwo Rice Milling Plant was strategic and critical to the
sustainable development of the rice industry in the region. Once fully operational,
this facility will link farmers with quality inputs and services,” underscored the
Chief Officer.

Hon. Fredrick Omoro, Chairperson Committee on Agriculture, addresses
members of the Usonga Rice Cooperative Society.
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Know
your
MCA-
Hon.
Cynthia
Akinyi
Ndar
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By Achieng Migaya

Hon. Cynthia Akinyi Ndar is a
nominated MCA representing women.
She chairs the Committee on Delegated
Legislation. She also serves actively in
the Committee on Welfare, Committee
on Health and Committee on Water,
Environment, Natural Resources and
Climate Change. 

What was the greatest motivation to
get into elective politics and what
barriers did you face as a woman
entering the field?

The greatest motivation for me to get
into elective politics was the desire to
create a more equitable and just
society. This involves addressing
income inequality, ensuring universal
access to healthcare, education, and
social services, and advocating for
women's rights. My main objective was
to be part of the conversation to build a
society where everyone has a fair
chance to succeed, regardless of their
background, while also promoting
sustainable development away from
the politics of handouts.

I believe in the power of government to
improve lives, and understand that
active participation in the political
process is crucial for enacting
meaningful change. The opportunity to
represent and uplift the situation and
condition of women in the society,
challenge the status quo, and
implement policies that promote the
common good was a powerful
motivator to push me to get a chance
to sit on those decision making tables
and tilt the balance.

17



18Bunge Outlook  Volume No. 6 | November 2024 

 How do you address stereotypes and biases leveled against women in political
spaces?

As you know, I ran for office in Sidindi Ward, where I am married. Having been born and
brought up in Alego, traditional gender roles in most communities still view leadership
as a male domain. Women are often expected to prioritize domestic responsibilities,
which limits their time and ability to engage in politics. Political parties in Kenya are
often male-dominated, with leadership and decision-making roles held predominantly
by men. Breaking the norm within the grassroots party structures was not a walk in the
park. Convincing them to believe that I can put in a good fight took a very long time. 
Could you flesh out more on the greatest challenges you have faced in discharging your
duties as a nominated MCA representing women.

Running for office in Kenya requires substantial financial resources. As a woman I had to
rely a lot on family finances and that was a problem for me. Came with a lot of pressure
as I was not in a position to make the final decision on what to spend on and how, even
though I had more knowledge of the needs I had as the candidate running out there.
 There was lack of support networks of influence and mentorship. Male politicians
typically have access to powerful networks that can provide support, advice, and
opportunities. In contrast, women often find themselves isolated and without the same
level of support. And I can tell you for sure it was a cry lonely journey. This has actually
motivated me to start a political mentorship club for women who want to run for office
to get emotional and mental support. 

Lastly is about having a good balance between the politics and my roles as a mother. I
have fairly young children the last being only five years old. During campaigns I had to
be away from home for extended periods of time, being that my family lived in Nairobi
and I had to be in Sidindi most of the time. Commuting was not easy. The guilt and
feeling that I had "abandoned"/ neglected my children to pursue a personal dream was
very heavy in my heart. 

How do you manage to find a balance between family responsibility and political life?

To be able to balance family responsibilities and political life, I have learnt to be very
intentional about it and have considered key areas of focus like time, priorities, self-
care and delegation.

 Time Management: Effective time management is very important. I try to ensure that I
have a schedule that allocates time for both family and political responsibilities,
ensuring that neither is neglected. For example, I try very much to create more time for
family during school holidays and only attend political functions that are very
necessary. I also have a schedule with my spouse for intermittent holidays that we are
very intentional about; to take time off work and spend time together without
distractions. 
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Delegation: Trusting others to handle certain responsibilities has helped me have a
more balanced life. For example, I have a house manager that has been in my
household for the last ten years. She has been very instrumental in helping me with
domestic chores and upbringing of the children.  

Priorities: It's important to clearly define and prioritize what is most important at
any given time. Sometimes, family needs may take precedence, for example if I have
to attend a school function or a close family's event.... I do exactly that. Other
times, political duties may be more urgent for example if the Party leader is visiting,
then I have to leave everything else and attend.

Self-Care: I am always very careful not to forget my own well-being even as I meet
the demands of family and politics. Regular exercise, good eating habits, and just
taking time off to enjoy my own company, reading a good book, watching a movie or
having a tot of whiskey is always a good way to cool off.

How do you engage women and what roles does community feedback play in
shaping your legislative work?
Organizing community dialogues, social media engagement and forums specifically
for women to create a platform for them to express their concerns and suggestions
directly. 

Collaborating with women’s groups and NGOs allows for a deeper understanding of
the challenges women face. These partnerships can also amplify efforts to address
gender disparities through legislation

Ensuring that women are represented in ward based committees, public
participation forums and other decision-making bodies to ensure their perspectives
are integrated into policy development.

These kinds of engagements help to shape my role in legislation and policy making
because then I am sure that the needs are from the people and together we can
help find solutions. 

Apart from that, I believe in data driven decisions where as people who have a
chance to sit on those decision making tables, we can identify trends and issues
that require legislation and ensure that we make appropriate policies. For example,
this is one of the reasons why I introduced the Sickle cell unit Motion to the
Assembly to help the households sustain the disease burden that this particular
illness brings upon the society. As a women representative in the House, I will push
together with my colleagues to strengthen policies and initiatives that promote
gender equality, protect women from violence and discrimination, and empower
them economically, socially, and politically.
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What are the key issues that you are
working on centered on women?

Improving access to healthcare and
education for women and girls by
advocating for better maternal
health services, reproductive rights,
and ensuring girls have equal
opportunities in education. 

It is the reason why I support the
Reproductive, Maternal, New Born
child and Adolescent Health-
RMNCAH Bill and the school feeding
program.
Additionally, I have a keen focus on
promoting programs that support
women’s entrepreneurship, job
creation, and access to credit and
capacity building on business
management. 

I dream of a future that encourages
women’s participation in leadership
and decision-making within the
community.

20
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Standing Orders: Formal rules and
procedures that govern the conduct and
operation of County Assembly outlining
how business is conducted, how Bills are
processed and the roles and
responsibilities of members and
committees within the Assembly.

Order Paper: Is published each sitting day
and lists the business of the Assembly and
business for sitting during plenary. It also
lists requests for Statements for written
answers that day which have not previously
appeared in print and certain other items
such as notices of written 
Statements, Petitions remaining order lists
and future business

Petition: A written prayer to the County
Assembly by a member of the public or
private entity requesting the County
Assembly to consider any matter within
it’s authority.

Motion: A proposal by a member or a
party that the Assembly do something,
order something to be done or express
an opinion with regard to some matter. It
may however, also be a proposal that
the Assembly discuss some matter.

Votes and Proceedings: Official record
of all that is done in the County
Assembly or in effective minutes of the
Assembly. They should not be confused
with the Hansard which is a record of
what is said in the Debates in the
Assembly.

 

Bill: A legislative proposal at post-
publication stage. It may either intent to
enact a new law (to anchor a policy into a
law) amend or repeal existing law.

Acts: A form of legislation that is passed
by the Assembly intended to create a new
law or change an existing law
(Amendment). A Bill must pass and win the
Governor’s assent in order to become
law/Act.

Committee: A group of members of the
County Assembly designated to do
detailed and specific work of the County
Assembly. The members are expected to
work together towards a common goal and
may work without the restrictions of
formality.

Sectoral Committees: Committees
established by the Standing Orders or
other Statute to oversee the functions of
the County Executive Departments and
they serve for the duration of the
Assembly e.g. Committee on Health
Services, Committee on Agriculture and
Fisheries etc.

Ad- Hoc Committees: These are
committees established by the County
Assembly on need basis to undertake
specific assignments that may include
investigation, studying and making
recommendations to the Assembly. The
terms of reference and operating
timeframe of an ad-hoc committee are
defined upon appointment.

TERMS USED IN A LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
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